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The Sacramento River

Conservation Area Board . ..
Nambers: ~~=~=~Project Activities and Updates~=~=~=~

Jane Dolan, Butte County~ Chair RIVER PUBLIC RECREATION ACCESS STUDY UPDATE
Don Anderson, Glenn County~Vice Chair
*~A Public Recreation Access Study has been initiated
to assess existing public recreation access uses, needs and
Bill Borror, Tehama County opportunities on lands along the Middle Sacramento River
Denny Bungarz, Glenn County between Colusa and Red Bluff. This project is being funded by
a CALFED grant awarded jointly to The Nature Conservancy,
the Wildlife Conservation Board and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Mel Dodgin, The Resources Agency Service. EDAW, an environmental planning firm, was hired to
Marc Faye, Yolo County conduct the study which will incorporate information gathered
from land managers and the public, including recreation users
and residents.

Dan Silva, Sutter County~Secty/Treas.

Ben Carter, Colusa County

Brendon Flynn, Tehama County
Dan Gover, Shasta County

Glenn Hawes, Shasta County *~The main goals of the study are to: 1) characterize
existing public access uses, needs and opportunities associated
with public recreation facilities and infrastructure; 2) identify
Lynnel Pollock, Yolo County potential new opportunities for public access; and 3) identify
David Womble, Colusa County opportunities for better coordinated management between the
various agencies responsible for managing public lands along
the river corridor.

Shirley Lewis, Butte County

Russell Young, Sutter County
Ex-Officio Members:

Laura Allen, Bureau of Reclamation *~Information gathering will occur through interviews
with facility managers and user groups during the months of
July and August and through public meetings in the fall, with
Mark Charlton, Corps of Engineers the final report being completed by December 2002. People
Diana Jacobs, Department of Fish & Game who have an interest in or concerns with recreation access
along the Sacramento River are encouraged to participate in
this process. Please contact David Rolloff, a Senior Recreation

Marie Sullivan, US F&WS

Pete Rabbon, The Reclamation Board

Dwight Russell, Department of Water Resources Planner with EDAW, for further information. David may be
Burt Bundy, Manager contacted by telephone, (530) 533-7978, or email,
p o) 528 7411 RolloffD@edaw.com.

undy@water.ca.gov

WWWw.sacramentoriver.ca.gov




Technical Advisory Committee Meeting —
June 20, 2002

Chair~ Anjanette Martin « Vice Chair~ Stacy Cepello
Discussion Items:

Activities Updates —

~Kelly Moroney, USF&WS, announced they are
working with Tehama County to look at alternatives
to help with flooding issues on South Avenue. They
have received bids for a feasibility study to look at
possibly restoring the swales.

Stacy reported on Woodson Bridge and noted
Tehama County has requested a Section 1135 Study
of the area for both removal of the rock revetment at
the Corps site and placement of rock to protect the
Bridge. This also ties in with the efforts to replace
the natural swales below South Avenue.

~Carol Wright, Sacramento River Partners (SRP),
gave an overview of a project that investigates
restoration alternatives on 500 acres of the Riparian
Sanctuary, Sacramento River National Wildlife
Refuge. Initially, not recommended for funding, the
proposal was re-submitted and will now be funded.
SRP will work closely with Princeton-Codora-Glenn
and Provident Irrigation Districts as degradation of
rock revetment on the northern boundary of the
property may threaten their new fish screen and
pumping plant.

~Bruce Ross, Department of Water Resources,
reported on the study being done along the
Sacramento River at the mouth of Battle Creek. The
study will help the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) in their land management plans on property
along the river.

Discussion of possible designation of a
Sacramento River National Conservation Area —

~Kelly Williams, BLM, discussed the “Boxer Bill” which
includes several items; one item is the potential upgrading
of 17,000 acres from an Area of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACEC) to a National Conservation Area. The
property is located in Tehama and Shasta Counties and
was identified by BLM as an ACEC in 1993. Designation
as a Conservation Area would mean it would be a
congressionally designated unit with a line item in the
budget; the additional funding would improve their

management capabilities. Kelly also discussed
the Resource Advisory Committee (RAC)
made up of volunteers from a wide range of
interests and backgrounds that meets formally
3-4 times a year and is involved in the “big
picture” planning of the district.

~The group was reminded of the Hamilton
City “Levee Festival” to be held on June
23" at the Park.

~Immediately following the TAC, the
SRCAF facilitated a presentation and
discussion of the Draft Findings for the
Socioeconomic Assessment conducted by
Jones and Stokes for TNC. Approximately
45 people were in attendance; comments
and suggestions will be considered for
inclusion in the first draft. The SRCAF
has been asked to participate in the review
of that document.
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The Sacramento and San Joaquin River
Basins Comprehensive Study has prepared a
working draft of the Interim Comprehensive
Report slated for distribution the week of July 22.
To discuss and receive public input a series of
eight public forums have been scheduled for July
30 — August 15. For a copy or more information
about the report call (916) 557-5140 or go to
www.compstudy.org. The schedule is:

July 30, 6-9 p.m., Modesto Irrigation District, Modesto

July 31, 1-4 p.m., Bonderson Building, 901 P Street,
Sacramento

August 1, 6-9 p.m., Colusa County Fairgrounds, 1303
10" Street, Colusa

August 5, 1-4 p.m., Best Western, 2300 Hilltop Dr.,
Redding

August 6, 6-9 p.m., Merced County Fair, Los Banos

August 7, 4-7 p.m., Fresno County Farm Bureau,
Fresno

August 13, 6-9 p.m., University of California
Cooperative Extension, 142 Garden Hwy, #A, Yuba
City

August 15, 6-9 p.m., Chico Area Recreation District,
545 Vallambrosa Ave., Chico




SRCAF Board Meeting — June 27, 2002
Chair~ Ben Carter

The June meeting of the SRCAF Board of Directors was
held at Woodson Bridge in the Tehama County River Park.
Boat tours were available prior to the meeting to tour the

Sacramento River and Kopta Slough.

The Nature

Conservancy (TNC) and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
(F&WS) were also on hand to provide site visits to the Rio
Vista restoration area.

>

The Board meeting opened at 4:00 p.m. with
public participation followed by the election of
officers: Chair ~ Jane Dolan, Butte County Public
Interest representative ~ Vice Chair, Don
Anderson, Glenn County Landowner ~
Secretary/Treasurer, Dan Silva, Sutter County
Public Interest representative.

Representatives from the California Department of
Fish & Game (DF&G) discussed a partnership
formed with The Nature Conservancy to develop a
management plan for lands owned by DF&G.
They will be outlining ways to involve the public
in the process; they hope to have the plan
completed by June 2003. This will be a DF&G
document, they will be responsible for it and the
CEQA document. Ernie Ohlin, Tehama County
Flood Control, discussed the River Vista Project, a
collaborative effort between Tehama County,
TNC, and F&WS to look at the possibility of
restoring the drains to help alleviate flood issues at
South Avenue.

The Board voted to adopt the amendments that
would: Remove the outer boundary of the
Conservation Area, confine it to the Inner River
Zone, with the exception of Shasta and Tehama
Counties; continue to coordinate with activities
outside of the Inner River Zone that relate to the
Inner River Zone. The Board also voted to accept
revisions to the Handbook language as a result of
these amendments. As the acreages in the tables
are updated there will be additional language
revisions, the Board will review these as additional
information is generated.

Committee Reports ~ The draft Good Neighbor
Policy, Rev. 7.5, a product of the Landowner
Assurances Committee is out for review. The

PILT/Econ Committee is looking at how the
various counties receive and distribute PILT. In
addition to the discussion at the June TAC
meeting, Kelly Williams from the Bureau of Land
Management has been invited to the August
SRCAF Board meeting to discuss the possible
designation of 17,000 acres in Shasta and Tehama
Counties as a National Conservation Area.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 p.m. and the
evening concluded with a barbequed salmon and
tri-tip dinner.

A special thanks to Stacy Cepello, Adam
Henderson, Allison Groom, John Lance, and
Kelly Allen from the Department of Water
Resources for all their efforts and to Mel
Dodgin and Dan Silva for their expertise at
the barbeque grills!

*Reminder ~ The revised Handbook
reflecting the 2001 amendments has been
posted to the SRCAF website. The changes
prompted by the 2002 amendments are in
process and are almost completed. The
revised Handbook, Rev. 2002, will be

uploaded as soon as all the changes are
incorporated and reviewed.
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~The Econ/PILT Committee, chaired by Denny rural counties where the services are provided. In
Bungarz, has been looking at several issues related to addition, Congress never allocates full funds for PILT
the Payment-In-Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program. The in the budget. Because several larger groups are
PILT program, administered by the Bureau of Land actively working on this issue, the Committee agreed
Management, is supposed to reimburse counties for the best role for the SRCAF is to support those groups
services provided to federal land that does not generate and provide key information for local jurisdictions.
taxes. An extremely complicated issue, three key ~An update from Alex Oechler,
questions exist: (1) are federal funds distributed to the Representative Wally Herger’s office, indicated
states properly? (2) is the state distributing funds to the BLM’s PILT program was given an additional $10
counties properly? and (3) are the counties allocating million. The increase brings PILT to $230 million,
the funds correctly? Because of changes in the which is $20 million above FY 02, $10 million more
state/county relationship when Prop. 13 was enacted, than the Senate recommended and $65 million above
some of the PILT money may not be coming to the Bush’s earmark.

~Future TAC/SRCAF Board and Committee Meetings—~

~The next TAC meeting will be August 15, 9:30 a.m. at the Willows City Hall

~The next SRCAF Board meeting will be August 22™, 4:00 p.m., Monday Afternoon Club, 120 N. Lassen,
Willows

~The PILT/Economic Committee will meet on August 5, 2:00 p.m., Glenn County Department of Finance
Conference Room, Willows

~The Landowner Assurances Committee will meet on August 14", 3:00 p.m., Colusa Fair Board office, Colusa.







